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MANCOMUNIDAD pE AYUNTAMIENTOS
DEL NORTE pE GRAN CANARIA

La Mancomunidad de Ayuntamientos del Norte de Gran
(anaria, integrada por los diez municipios del norte y oeste de
laisla se ha trazado el objetivo de potenciar las actividades
turisticas de la comarca fomentando el equilibrio entre la
conservacion de los valores naturales y culturales y el desarrollo
econémico. Para ello se estd desarrollando un Plan de Calidad
Turistica dirigido a la creacién y adecuacién de infraestructuras
turisticas mediante una serie de propuestas de acondicionamiento,
restauracién y desarrollo sostenible de la costa, de las zonas rurales
y de los espacios naturales de la comarca.

Con esta edicién nos complacemos en ofrecer al visitante
lo mds auténtico y definitorio de nuestra cultura ancestral a través
del disfrute de nuestros parajes, nuestra gastronomia, nuestro
arte y las costumbres de nuestra gente.
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The Association of Town Councils of the North of Gran
Canaria, made up of the ten municipalities of the north and west
of the island, has drawn up a plan with the objective of expanding
the tourist activities of the region by promoting the balance
between the conservation of natural and cultural values and
_ economic development. To this end, a Quality Tourist Plan is being

e ——a e developed, directed towards the creation and adaptation of tourist
e ' infrastructures by means of a series of proposals for the
improvement, restoration and sustainable development of the
coast, the rural areas and the natural spaces of the region.

With this edition we are pleased to offer the visitor the
most authentic part of our ancestral culture - the part that has
most defined it - through the enjoyment of our region, our
gastronomy, our art and the customs of our people.
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The Port of Las Nieves

Surface Area: 45,5 km?
Population: 5.613 inhabitants habs.
Length of the Coastline; 11,74 km.
Altitude of the Municipal Capital: 43 m, f
Maximum Altitude: 1,180 m. ,:"_ ! L
Ancient Windmill
History

The settlement of Agaete since
ancient times is patent in the
numerous archaeological remains
that are conserved in the
municipality, the most well-
known being the necropolis of
Maipés. During the period of the
Spanish Conquest a Tower was
built - which served as a garrison
to face the nearby island capital -
a fortress that appears on the coat
of arms of the Town, together with the
emblem of Ferndndez de Lugo, who was the
mayor of the same, Amongst the repartition of land after the
incorporation is worth a mention those given in Guayedra to
Tenesor Semidan, the last king of Agaldar. After the end of
the conflict an important sugar mill was installed that made
use of the flow of water that ran through the valley and that
passed through the lands of various owners, amongst whom
was Anton Cerezo, the Genoese who sent to Flanders to bring
the triptych of Our Lady of the Snows. There has been a parish
church since the XVith century dedicated to Our Lady of the
Immaculate Conception, segregated from Santiago de Galdar,
although the present building is from the last third of the
XIXth century.

A Street in the Old Centre of Agaete

Architectural Monuments

In the centre of the Town the peaceful square of the Constitucion is worthy
of mention, with the Parish Church of eciectic style, near which is the house
(asa Manrique de Lara (the present Town Cultural Centre), a typical house
with a patio in the traditional architectural style of The Canaries. Another
place of great interest is the Huerto de las Flores (Flower Orchard), a garden
where different species from different latitudes grow (the camphor tree,
the Giiro or calabash tree, the Australian hazel tree, hundreds of years old
palm trees, etc.). This locality is very much linked to the figure of Tomas
Morales, the modernist poet who lived in the Town, where he practised as
a doctor and received other men of letters of the time, such as Alonso
Quesada and Saulo Torén. In the highest part of the locality is the small
hermitage of St. Sebastian (XVIith century), with the image of the martyr,
a work by Lujan Pérez.
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The Flower Orchard
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Natural Settings

Qutside the Town the attractive landscapes of the Tamadaba Pinewood, the Guayedra
Valley with its beach and the coast of El Risco (The Cliff) are worthy of mention. In
the Agaete Valley itself, are found several hamlets (San Pedro, La Suerte, Vecindad
de Enfrente, El Sao, EI Hornillo, etc.), with their tropical and citric fruits crops, the
oranges being very famous, as are the famous waters of Los Berrazales - a place
where a hotel is situated that offers health and hydrotherapy treatments. At the
mouth of the Valley the Port of Las Nieves is situated, where one can admire the
“Dedo de Dios” (Finger of God), a miracle of nature next to the cliffs. The hermitage
of Our Lady of the Snows s of great artistic interest, especially for the Flemish panels,
which came from Flanders in the XVIth century, of the co-patron saint and that are

attributed to Joos van Cleve.
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The Branches Festivity

PLACES OF INTEREST TO TOURISTS:

@ The Split Rock or The Finger of God: To
the left of the Muelle Antiguo (Old Wharf] in
Las Nieves Port.

@ Tamadaba Nature Park

® Reproduction of Maipés de Abajo: With
informative panels. Avenue Avda. Alcalde
José de Armas, s/n.

@ The Malpais de Arriba Necropolis: On
the Carretera General a los Berrazales (Main
Road to Los Berrazales) [C-231). El Chapin,
s/n (address). At the end of the Town Centre.

® The Church of The Conception: The
street C/ Juan Valls y Roca, 1. Visits during
mass times, between 13:00 and 20:00 hrs
Thursdays to Saturdays, and Sunday momings.

PR Feast Days and
- Cultural Events

The festivities of the“Rama del Valle”
| (Branches of the Valley) is held on
28th June and the “Rama de Agaete”
(Branches of Agaete) on 4th August.
They are multitudinous celebrations,
with thousands of people who dance
to the sound of music.

Mouth of the Agaete Ravine

@® Hermitage of Our Lady of the Snows:
The street G/ Nuestra Sra. de Las Nieves,
in Las Nieves Port. It is only open on request
or at mass times.

OHermitage of St. Sebastian: Situated in
the Plaza de San Sebastian. It is only open
on request or at mass times.

@ Town Cultural Centre: In the street C/
Concepcién, 11. As well as being of
architectural interest, exhibitions are
organised here that are usually open to the
public from 18:00 to 20:00 hrs.

@ The Branches Museum: This is not yet
open to the public.

@ Limekiln: At Las Nieves Beach, in the area
known as El Muelle (The Wharf]. On the
terrace of the Dedo de Dios Restaurant. It
can be visited when the restaurant is open,

Risco Faneque

v Los Berrazales
Las Presas
1

(asa de
Tamadaba

" Pinarde £l Hornillo
Tamadaba

The Finger of God

from 10:00 to 22:00 hrs,

@ Las Nieves Windmill: It can be seen from
the outside; it is private property, situated
in the avenue Avda. de Los Poetas, s/n.

@ 01d Wharf: A jib crane in Las Nieves Port.

® “La Casa Romantica” [The Romantic
House) Restaurant: Situated in La Culatilla,
s/n [address), in Agaete Valley. It has at the
back a small ethnographic museum with a
garden and exotic birds. The XIXth century
house contains abjects and furniture from
that century, as well as having been the home
of the poet from Gran Canaria Alonso Quesada
who spent various summers in the Town.

@ The Flower Orchard: Although it is being
renovated at the moment, it can be visited
from Monday to Friday from 9:00 to 14:00
hrs. Situated in the street C/ Huertas.

15 TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE: C/ Ntra. Sra. de Las Nieves, 1 - Tel. 928 55 43 82
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o ' Artenara
GRANCANARA X <ilp
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Surface Area: 66 km?
Population: 1.572 inhabitants
Length of the Coastline: 500 m.
Altitude of the Municipal Capital: 1.270 m.
Maximum Altitude: 1.800 m,

LaVirgen de la Cuewita (The Virgin of the Cave) ~ Burial of the “red crab” at Carnival

History

Artenara is the least populated municipality of Gran Canaria
and the municipal capital is the highest of the island. The
municipal district is typical of the “cumbre” (mountain tops
— highest part of the island) as, although it has a section of
coast between the districts of Agaete and San Nicolds, all the
inhabitants live in the high region. Artenara has been populated
since ancient times and was possibly an important “guairato”
(canton, district) of Agaldar, as some archaeological remains
are witness to (the caves of Acusa Verde, Los Candiles and El
Caballero). Since the XVIIth century there have been two
hermitages dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary (later, to St.
Matthias the Apostle) and Our Lady of Candlemas, in Artenara
and Acusa, respectively, that formed part of the Benefice of
Santiago (St. James) de Galdar until the XVIlith century,

e Town Centre; the Church of St. Matthias stands out,

A Ravine Basin Aerial View of h

Architectural Monuments

The most generalised dwelling is the cave-home, a habitat that
has lasted up to the present day since pre-Hispanic times as the
feature that makes the municipality the most different and that
can be seen in the different hamlets (Acusa Verde, Lugarejos, Las
Hoyas, Las Arvejas, Corufia, etc.). Agriculture and livestock raising
are the two aspects of its economy most worthy of mention, with
small market gardens, especially of cereals, potatoes, maize and
some fruit trees. In the municipal capital is the church of St. Matthias
the Apostle, with interesting works of art in its interior, such as the
saint of the name of the church. From different points in the locality
magnificent panoramic views can be seen that allow one to admire
the Tejeda basin, with the Nublo and Bentayga Rocks.

Interior of the Church of St. Matthias






















































